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Quiet Ranch
Dan Allen Doyle

Far away from the highway down a winding dirt road, waits a still windmill
Once it let water flow from the earth, but now the land sleeps through dry winter
Though evening comes there are no lights in the ranch house windows

and a cold, bright moon rises in a cloudless sky.

Behind the haystack, a green tractor sits.

Where are the cows and sheep?

Where are the cowboys and ranch hands?

The entire ranch has plunged into the quiet of winter.

Like in the movie "Australia’, this windmill stands, but the story is different.
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